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On Sunday 25th of May Eureka held a public meeting at Erskineville Town Hall in Sydney on the Federal election and what we can expect from the elected ALP government.

There were 2 speakers and their contributions, which were well received,  are reprinted below
POST ELECTION BLUES
Comrades and friends,
This election was fought against the backdrop of a cost-of-living crisis for workers, pensioners, students and many others. Stagnate wages and the rising costs of the basics.
While, many have rejoiced that Peter Dutton was defeated in the federal election, we have to ask ourselves will the ALP deliver on the cost-of-living crisis. Will we get a proper wage or pension rise that not just keeps up with inflation and covers the many years of wage stagnation, but also allows people to raise their standard of living, to get ahead?  Will we get affordable food, affordable power, affordable housing, affordable healthcare, affordable education?
The short answer is NO. And surveys report that the majority of Australians feel the same -specifically they do not feel that they will be better off under an ALP or for that matter, a Liberal government. This leads to disillusionment with politics, resignation, indifference, or voting for the lesser of 2 evils – we don’t want a mini-Trump, even though the ALP alternative won’t make our lives better.
The ALP does have policies on cost of living. Three types:
· the charity approach -give some handouts such as social housing or housing loans  to the poor – now called the disadvantaged or the low socio-economic. 
· the feed the private corporations (and I include the so-called not for profit ones) approach -give them billions  of public money to solve the cost of living crisis. Ironic given that big monopolies have caused the crisis in the first place with their thirst for more and more profit.
·  When all else fails set up a committee to look at it

Good for the profit line of the corporations, but surprise, surprise these policies won’t do much for the worker, pensioner or student. And the majority know it.
Let’s look at some of these policies in action.
Wages
80% of workers have only their wage to live on, nothing else. -ABS data
We all desperately need a big enough rise in wages  to at least compensate for the fall in the buying power of wages over the last 10 years and beyond.  
A loss of buying power due to the rise in the costs of the basics-food, gas and electricity, housing, healthcare -as the corporations realise what a cash cow these basic needs are. 
A wage rise to compensate.  But hey what’s wrong with a big enough increase for people to actually get ahead – actually raise their standard of living. It’s a poor state of affairs when our arguments just  centre around  trying to  make up for years of wage stagnation, rather than actually bettering our lives by raising our standard of living.
The ALP has no policies to support either make-up or betterment. But wait, except for the  poor or disadvantaged – it will ask the so-called Fair work Commission to give an “economically sustainable real  wage rise “(what does that mean) to low paid workers. This group was less than 10% of all paid workers. An example of the charity approach in action.
Rail workers in NSW have asked for a wage rise to compensate for a massive 10% fall in real wages in the public sector, plus a bit more to raise their standard of living . And took limited industrial action. What was the reaction of the  state ALP (the party founded by the working class to further their interests in the political arena)?
  FOOD
The provision of food and general groceries is dominated by the 2 monopolies-Coles and Woolworths. They make a lot of money out of this basic need
In Australia food and grocery prices continually rise as do the profits of the supermarkets.
It’s become fashionable in political circles to talk about something called “price gouging”- as if this is some aberration of capitalism  - making too much profit ; but isn’t the essence of capitalism about doing just this, there is no such thing as too much profit.
Anyway, Labour is going to set up some committee to monitor price gouging in the supermarket (the send it to a committee approach) !
HOUSING
Affordable housing has been an issue for the people for some time now-whether in renting, or in buying a house or apartment. We all know the housing crisis. There was a slowing for a while in prices, but now house prices and rent have taken off again.
Apart from some half-baked scheme for the ALP government to take equity in a new home buyer’s house which it would partly own, but can be bought out at a later date, its main policy is of the feed the corporations type - It’s  promised to give $1 billion to developers to build 100,00 homes for new home buyers. Experience with such  schemes proposed by Labor, that give public money to private developers, shows that they only increase house prices. Most experts agree.
HEALTH
Access to and the cost of health care is a national disgrace
Labor proposes to give more money to GPs or to the corporations that run many medical centres, to bulk bill patients. An example of the “feed the private sector” approach. Labor has been doing this for a while now with no increase in bulk billing rates. 
Nobody wants to tackle the multi-millionaires – the specialists. 

So  the people surveyed were right. It looks like  the ALP  won’t make our lives better or even stop the download spiral that is the cost of living crisis.
Why don’t they help us? Ask yourselves that? Why won’t they take on:
· The supermarkets to provide affordable food
· The doctors and entrepreneurs to provide free health care
· Big business to provide secure well paid jobs
· The energy companies to provide cheap power 
· The banks, the land developers and construction companies to provide affordable housing

Because the ALP is embedded in the system we live under-capitalism. They are an integral part of it and won’t bite the hand that feeds it.

People power -is it really limited to just casting a vote every 4 years or so for basically one of 2 parties -Tweedledum and Tweedledee? We are told so. That’s democracy. That’s our parliamentary system. But what about the power of the organised collective action of the people. Hasn’t that achieved a lot throughout history – 2 revolutions – the French and Russian; the mass actions of African-Americans in the civil rights movement in the USA; workers in unions fighting for decent wages and working conditions, the mass action of the people throughout the world against the Vietnam war, the collective action of aboriginal people and their supporters for land rights, the fight to save the Franklin River in Tasmania. The list goes on.   But collective action is discouraged in our society, with the focus on individualism, egoism, competing not working with others.
In Eureka we say that the only way forward is through the mass actions of the people. In the words of the song “Get up, Stand up, Stand up for your right, Don’t give up the fight “.  Workers, pensioners, students and others taking organised action to demand that basic needs are met. Outside medical centres, outside banks, outside supermarkets, outside government offices, outside parliament house, in the streets, and in areas where people congregate-malls, plazas etc.
We must work  to organise such rallies. We urge unions and other mass organizations to do the same.
In Health what should be our rallying cry? – bulk billing for all at all medical centres? More salaried doctors in public hospitals ? Re-establish the public community health centres where salaried doctors, allied health, nurses, specialists can treat people of all ages with a range of conditions including mental health and disability?
In food and groceries – affordable food?
In housing – affordable housing for all ?
In Wages – a proper wage rise for all that will allow workers to actually increase their standard of living, not just tread water.
Only the actions of the people, demanding their needs are met, can produce change.
Hope lies in the people
Speaker: Grant Osland
==================================================================================
Thoughts on the election and its implications
If the Federal election teaches us anything, it is that nobody can have any illusions about the parliamentary system or to the claims that we enjoy real rights and freedoms under the flag of democracy.
The election has been presented as a landslide victory for the Albanese government and an historic win for the ALP. Sixty-plus percent of the seats in Parliament sounds pretty much like a landslide, and that’s how it has been pitched by the media. There has been a wave of triumphalism in much of the mainstream media. It is almost as if we awoke after the election, to a new and glorious dawn where all would be well and, as Albanese declared – no-one would be left behind.
It’s a nice line, but nobody in the campaign or the media mentioned that in this 14th biggest economy in the world, 1 in 6 children live in poverty, or that the Smith Family run ads on television seeking donations to sponsor a child. Only a few years ago the ads were for children in developing countries. Three million Australians live in poverty. Tonight, at least 122,000 will be homeless in this rich country. Life expectancy is 83-years in Australia, but if you are among the long-term homeless that figure falls to just 44-50 years!
Nobody spoke of this or any of the burning issues that are tearing this country apart and making life unnecessarily difficult for the people.
So, what does the re-election of an ALP government mean? How was it won? Who benefits? Who loses? How does it affect us? 
The steady decline in support for the major parties has not changed. More than one in three of the electorate voted for a party or individual other that the ALP or the Coalition. The vote was split 34.5 per cent ALP, 31.8 Coalition, and 33.6 per cent for other groups and parties – effectively a three-way tie. The Liberal Party recorded its smallest vote since its formation. The ALP lifted its vote but is barely greater than in 2022 which was its lowest result since 1934.  
Two out of every three Australians did not vote for the ‘landslide’ victory of the Albanese government. The ALP primary vote rose but by just over two per cent. The Coalition vote shrunk by just four per cent. The great majority of seats were decided on preferences and it is clear that Greens Party preferences alone do not account for the huge majority now being enjoyed by the ALP. Still, as Tania Plibersek said after the narrow 2022 victory, ‘a win is a win.’ Parliamentary politics is, after all, about winning. It is not about acting on behalf of the people.
Australian elections inevitably end up with a win for one or other of the two major parties. Sure, there are alternatives to vote for but the preference system means that your vote ends up back with the big-two. The system was designed in the first place to be a two-party system and it finds a way of keeping it that way.
For a small party to get ballot status, it must first ‘prove’ that it has 1,500 members. Nomination fees are another hurdle. It costs $2,000 for every candidate to nominate. This means little to the big parties with big budgets and even bigger backers, but it makes life all but impossible for small parties and individuals.
Democracy is expensive.
While there are independents who occasionally get elected, these are still an oddity in the system. If seven or eight alternative, independent candidates in an electorate manage to collect a total vote that threatens the ALP or Coalition candidate, nothing changes. In the end, each of these smaller groups and parties, via the compulsory preference system, get one of the major parties elected, whether the voter meant that to happen or not. The voter has no choice but to play the preference game.
And in the face of this, the ALP crows about a landslide, but a landslide with only minority support.
Some of the ‘left’ parties went so far as to call for a vote for the Greens as a protest against the ALP and then reminded us that if the Greens candidate was unsuccessful, then the vote would come back to Labor, thereby making sure that Dutton was defeated. Such logic accepts that there are two unlikeable options but that one ‘evil’ is less ‘evil’ than the other. Locking us into such a cycle is demoralising and defeatist. Regardless of how you cast your vote you end up voting for a continuation of a parliamentary system that rides roughshod over your real interests and promotes a false set of expectations.
The Greens spoke for almost all of the so-called ‘left’ in Australian politics with their limited call to make sure that Dutton was defeated. But by limiting themselves to this demand, they gave up any real pretence at being an independent political voice. The ‘left’ candidates all called for the same result. To the victors go the spoils, but such a victory has shown the Greens and those to the left of the Greens to be ideologically bankrupt.
Preference deals aside, the election showed a deep dissatisfaction with how things are going. There was a swing to the right-wing ALP was a touch over two per cent, individual seats told a different story. There were big swings to Labor in some seats and big swings away in others. The working class did not give any glowing endorsement to Labor. It is not a victory for the working class. How could it be when our lives remain precarious, when anxiety, stress, and the threat of poverty hang over us.
Many things go to determine how someone will vote. The threat of war in our region, the war in Ukraine, the genocide in Palestine, and in sub-Saharan Africa were barely mentioned by anyone. Politics in times of economic crisis is almost always domestic, and no matter how the ALP and the media might like to paint things, politics will remain domestic for a long time to come, or at least as far as the working people are concerned.
This becomes clear when looking at the split between city and country. The Nationals held their vote while their partners in the Liberal Party were blown away in urban seats. International politics and economics did play a part in the poor showing by the Coalition in the cities. The Trump factor, the environment, the war and threat of war may have acted in favour of the independents as well as the ALP but what is more likely is that there was a greater fear in the middle-class electorates that a Dutton-led government would serve them poorly. This is clear. The extremism of Trump and the lurch into economic nationalism around the world affects us here as well.
But even so, for working class voters, facing a day-to-day struggle to keep their heads above water, it was all about economics and economics for the working people means how do I survive from week to week.
This election and all elections are part of a propaganda offensive that seeks to maintain a sense of legitimacy. The state is, of course, the state of the ruling economic idea. The parliamentary system plays its part in promoting the idea that we are all in the same boat and all have similar interests. Democracy, we are told, ensures that all shall be safe, secure and content. It’s not working. Confidence in the system is in tatters. 
Karl Marx once caustically said that ‘the oppressed are allowed once every few years to decide which particular representatives of the oppressing class are to represent and repress them.’ Nothing much changes. The electoral system is designed to maintain what is increasingly an unhealthy status quo. Albanese might claim that Labor is now the ‘natural’ party of government, but the ALP and the Liberals are two sides of the same coin. It’s almost impossible to tell which is which. And it is this truth that is becoming clearer to many people.
Even so, the fog has not cleared. While a third of the electorate chose not to vote for either of the two major parties, the minor parties and independents ultimately decided which of the two major parties would govern.
The election was seen by all and sundry as a means of ‘proving’ that the system works. Dutton, was correctly identified as divisive and a bridge too far for the electorate. The Liberals and Nationals are being urged to return to the ‘centre’ but the ‘centre’ has been shifting. Each of the major parties have been moving rightward for decades. So, what is this ‘centre?
The election cycle is not affecting, in any positive way, the lives of the ordinary people. There was a fear that Dutton might come to power and that his policies might make life worse for people, but after three years of the Albanese government, the working people are three years worse off than they had been. A dreadful race to the bottom continues. This is reflected in the raw numbers in the election. 
The media and the political analysts went about their business while the working people of Australia returned to the day-to-day struggles of life. We listened to the promises from both parties to address the ‘cost of living’ issues. We heard the pie in the sky pledges to solve housing problems, provide cheaper more efficient energy, to provide bulk billing for the sick, and all the rest. We heard the calls but no one really believes the empty promises.
The working class knows full well that things are in a critical state. They are deliberately denied a real voice. All arms of the state work hard to make sure that this remains so. The major parties ignore the ugly truth. In the end the Greens only appeal was to demand that Labor was returned. The bulk of the ‘independent’ voices reflect the comfortable positions from which they come. The so-called ‘left’ have abandoned the field of battle. They ignored the working class in favour of promoting the interests of the ALP in an electoral sense and to wage a struggle around the politics of identity, gender and to take up arms in the cause of the ‘culture wars.’ 
For too long the traditional ‘left’ has stepped aside. We are told that the working class is yet to break the shackles of the ALP, and the union bureaucracies. It all seems too hard and so, things are left as they were. The government has been focused on attacking the trade union movement. There were calls by militant unions to break from Labor but in the end, those same militant unions rallied to the cause of the ALP as a way of supporting a lesser evil.
The ‘left’ has slowly, quietly and, to their shame, turned away from the working class, the fight for their day-to-day needs, and their often-unarticulated demands.
The most ‘radical’ call by candidates in the election was to support the ALP, as somehow the ‘lesser of evils.’ This is not new. It has long been the case. The parliamentary system, when all is said and done does not serve the interests of the many. It promotes a false idea that we are all somehow equal in this most unequal society. We must have no illusions about this.
Faith in parliament is an illusion and a dangerous one. At the same time despair and defeat is no answer. We must always remember that parliament is about numbers and that the system manipulates the electorate. The working people’s interests, demands and their needs can only be satisfied when they recognise their strength and build unity and solidarity, one with another, to achieve something better.

William Briggs

Please be part of the mass movement for change. United, together we have more power than we think. Join us at Eureka

Eureka -Australian workers movement, is a broad organization that aims to rally workers and ordinary people in defence of basic needs such as well-paid secure work, access to the best available health and education services, affordable housing, energy, transport, and a safe and healthy work and community environment. Contact:                                                                                 

CONTACT US ON: eureka.awm@gmail.com
Facebook: EUREKA AUSTRALIAN WORKERS MOVEMENT
YouTube: EUREKA AUSTRALIAN WORKERS MOVEMENT
View our website :  eureka.australianworkersmovement.com.au
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