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Upcoming Events

SYDNEY AND NEWCASTLE            
JUNE-JULY
THE EUREKA “BREAD AND ROSES” WAGE CAMPAIGN
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Eureka AWM held 2 successful events over the last 2 months

An IWD event on the theme of “Women demand to be safe at home and at work. Standing together for our rights and our needs”. Speakers included Thalia Anthony, Professor of Law, trade unionist and activist; Inga Lie, author, activist, and campaigner against bullying and gender based violence; Rhonda “Poss” Davis, aboriginal activist. A woman who has lived experience of violence and discrimination. Xanthoula Sgouras read a poem “Bread and Roses” by James Oppenheim , who wrote it in support of the womens rights movement of the early 1900s in America (the poem is reproduced below).

A  well-attended function for May Day was held on May 2 at Addison Road Community Centre, Marrickville . Speakers included Stratos Mavrantonis, who spoke on the significance of May Day and gave a short history of the event; Xanthoula Sgouras who read, in both English and Greek, the poem “Bread and Roses”, by James Oppenheim used in the strike in 1912 of 23,00 women textile workers in Massachusetts ( the poem is reproduced below) ; Grant Osland, who introduced the next Eureka campaign on Wages-“All of us need a wage we can not only live on, but  also one which will allow us to develop and improve our lives -give us bread, but give us roses”
…………………………………………………………………………………..


Bread and Roses  

A poem written by James Oppenheim in 1911. He was inspired by a speech by the American women’s suffrage activist, Helen Todd, in which there is a powerful line: “bread for all, and roses too”. Which referred to the fact that people need the physical necessities for life, but also sustenance for the heart, and the opportunity to develop and improve their lives.
The poem was taken up by the women’s textile strike in Massachusetts in 1912. The strike was in reaction to the mill owners reducing the wages of their women workers.




As we come marching, marching, in the beauty of the day,
A million darkened kitchens, a thousand mill-lofts gray
Are touched with all the radiance that a sudden sun discloses,
For the people hear us singing “Bread and Roses, 
Bread and Roses.”

As we come marching, marching, we battle, too, for men-
For they are women’s children and we mother them again,
Our lives shall not be sweated from birth until life closes-
Hearts starve as well as bodies; Give us Bread; but give us Roses!

As we come marching, marching, unnumbered women dead
Go crying through our singing their ancient song of Bread,
Small art and love and beauty their drudging spirits knew-
Yes, bread we fight for -but we fight for Roses too.

As we come marching, marching, we bring the Greater days –
The rising of the women means the rising of the race-
No more the drudge and idler-ten that toil where one reposes-
But sharing of life’s glories-Bread and Roses, Bread and Roses!

As can be seen the poem speaks to both the women’s movement in its struggle to overcome oppression, but also the workers movement generally, in its struggle for a better life.

Eureka aims to use the slogan “Bread and Roses” in a campaign for fair wages. Wages that will not only sustain workers bodies (Bread); but also give them a chance to fulfil the desire of the heart for a better life (Roses)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….

THE FEDERAL BUDGET and BASIC NEEDS
Again, the Federal Labour government, locked into an economic system controlled by Capital, has failed in its responsibility to ensure that the basic needs of the people are being met. To ensure that basic needs such as housing are not treated as commodities to be bought and sold for profit; but as necessities of life.

Food and grocery items – no initiatives, the big supermarkets hold sway with their massive profits.

Health – public hospitals getting more money but no guarantee this will reduce the extraordinary waiting times and stress levels in A&Es; some extra bulk billing urgent care clinics ( run by contracted private health companies) to be set up- a drop in the primary care ocean with the current clinics understaffed, with long wait times. The government hopes that more doctors will be employed in the clinics, but they are a long way from proper government run primary care clinics with salaried government doctors.

Housing – the usual approach of giving public money to developers to solve the problem of affordable housing -$2 billion over 4 years to councils and utility companies to provide infrastructure (roads, power and sewage connections) for housing developers. Costs that were previously borne by the developer. $105.9 million for an AI tool to help developers get around environmental regulations-incredible! 
The government also says, without any evidence, that the budget changes to the capital gains tax and negative gearing  will increase housing supply. Many experts disagree.

Income/Wages – the government announced an ongoing $250 per annum tax offset for salary and wage earners. This was lauded as the cost-of-living showpiece. Simple arithmetic will show that this makes a very small dent in the cost-of-living increases experienced by workers each year. Workers are already behind the eight ball with the buying power of wages falling year by year!

Join the Eureka “Bread and Roses” wage campaign
Only the people rallying together can produce change

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Eureka -Australian workers movement, is a broad organization that aims to rally workers and ordinary people in defence of basic needs such as well-paid secure work, access to the best available health and education services, affordable housing, energy, transport, and a safe and healthy work and community environment.
CONTACT US: eureka.awm@gmail.com
Twitter: (X): Eureka AWM
YouTube: EUREKA AUSTRALIAN WORKERS MOVEMENT
View our website : australianworkersmovement.com.au
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