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THE FEDERAL BUDGET and BASIC NEEDS
Again, the Federal Labour government, locked into an economic system controlled by Capital, has failed in its responsibility to ensure that the basic needs of the people are met. To ensure that basic needs such as housing are not treated as commodities to be bought and sold for profit; but as necessities of life.

Food and grocery items – no initiatives, the big supermarkets hold sway with their massive profits.

Health – public hospitals getting more money but no guarantee this will reduce the extraordinary waiting times and stress levels in A&Es; some extra bulk billing urgent care clinics ( run by contracted private health companies) to be set up- a drop in the primary care ocean with the current clinics understaffed, with long wait times. The government hopes that more doctors will be employed in the clinics, but they are a long way from proper government run primary care clinics with salaried government doctors.

Housing – the usual approach of giving public money to developers to solve the problem of affordable housing -$2 billion over 4 years to councils and utility companies to provide infrastructure (roads, power and sewage connections) for housing developers. Costs that were previously borne by the developer. $105.9 million for an AI tool to help developers get around environmental regulations- incredible! 
The government also says, without any evidence, that the budget changes to the capital gains tax and negative gearing will increase housing supply. Many experts disagree.

Income/Wages – the government announced an ongoing $250 per annum tax offset for salary and wage earners. This was lauded as the cost-of-living showpiece. Simple arithmetic will show that this makes a very small dent in the cost-of-living increases experienced by workers each year. Workers are already behind the eight ball with the buying power of wages falling year by year!

STOP PRESS: The Fair Work commission, in its latest annual decision on award wages handed down a 4.75 % pay rise for 2.8 million low paid workers. Certainly welcome, but 2 points to consider:
· The commision’s expert panel acknowledged, that even after this wage rise, low paid workers still won’t earn as much in real terms as they did 5 years ago. Particularly since 2021 inflation has risen faster than wages resulting in a real wage cut of 5.9% for average earners. In contrast the wealth of the top 200 in the rich list rose by 5.9% in the last year -an increase of $707.25 billion!
· The fair work commission decision only covers 21% of Australian workers. What about the other 79%?

Join the Eureka “Bread and Roses” wage campaign - details below
Only the people rallying together can produce change
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
“CUBA IS NOT ALONE”- FIRMO POR CUBA”:

WFTU Global petition on Solidarity with Cuba

Despite the repeated condemnation of the blockade by the overwhelming majority of the international community and by the United Nations General Assembly, the U.S. government continues to intensify the economic war against Cuba. Under false pretexts and through additional sanctions and restrictions, it seeks to suffocate the Cuban economy, creating serious consequences for the living and working conditions of the Cuban people, particularly in the fields of energy, healthcare, transport, and everyday life.
At the same time, the imperialist forces and their allies attempt to exploit these difficulties in order to undermine and overthrow the Cuban Revolution and isolate socialist Cuba internationally. However, the Cuban working class and people continue to resist with dignity, resilience, and determination, defending their sovereign right to choose their own path without foreign intervention and coercion.
In these critical circumstances, solidarity with Cuba cannot remain only at the level of declarations. The present conditions demand concrete internationalist action and practical solidarity from the class-oriented trade union movement and the peoples of the world.
Following the unanimous decision of the WFTU Presidential Council Meeting, held on the 12th and 13th of May 2026, the WFTU calls upon its affiliates and friends to actively participate in the Global Campaign for Signature Collection: “Cuba is not alone! – FIRMO POR CUBA”.
We call on all trade unions, workers’ organizations, youth and popular organizations, activists, and friends of Cuba to strengthen and organize the campaign in every country, every workplace, every sector, every university, and every neighbourhood.
Steps for participation in the Global Campaign “Firmo Por Cuba – Sign for Cuba”:
1. Download and print the signature collection form.
2. Organize signature collection initiatives in workplaces, factories, offices, ports, schools, universities, neighbourhoods, and communities.
3. Deliver the collected signatures to the Embassy or Consulate of Cuba in your country.
4. Inform the campaign organizers about your participation and the number of collected signatures by email at: contact@firmoporcuba.com , and also the WFTU Headquarters.
5. Promote and share the online international petition! Photos of the signature collection and activities will be also published in the WFTU channels.
The form for printing and collecting signatures can be downloaded here:
https://www.firmoporcuba.com/print
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Growth of the ultra-right in rural and regional Australia. 

The growth in electoral support for the far-right One Nation party in rural and regional Australia is rooted in the increasing economic and social pressures facing many rural people, including workers, farmers, and small business owners. For many in rural and regional areas, it has become harder to get ahead, maintain a decent standard of living, or even make ends meet. The cost of living crisis bites deep.
In addition, over recent decades, rural communities have been unable to stop the growing concentration of economic power in the hands of  large corporations and monopolies. Small farms have been swallowed up, local agribusinesses taken over by big agribusiness, small local retail businesses replaced by large regional  retailers, banks and financial services substituted for online banking, essential services neglected in health care, education, employment opportunities, transport, and other critical infrastructure. Not surprisingly rural people are feeling a growing sense of frustration, insecurity, and anger at the traditional parties who have ignored their needs and interests and favoured maximising the profits of the few.
However ultra-right parties like One Nation are not there to question the capitalist system which controls the economy and treats people’s needs (food, water, electricity health, land and housing) as commodities to be bought and sold for profit. Instead, they channel people’s frustration and anger away from questioning the system. Their policies revolve around:
· Racism - immigrants (especially non-white) are blamed for the cost of living crisis – they take our jobs, our houses, clog up our health system and schools, our taxes are used to give them welfare payments and so on.
· Ultra nationalism and chauvinism – Make Australia Great Again! Australian values! Our vitality and strength is being sapped by multiculturalism, membership of international bodies such as the UN , Climate change agreements etc. Extra support for Australian companies such as those owned by Gina Reinhardt. More tariffs to keep out foreign goods.
One Nation’s job has been made easier by the absence of workers and people’s  organisations, especially in rural areas, capable of exposing the policies of One Nation, and rallying the people to oppose these policies and demand that basic needs of country people are met. 
This is a vacuum that needs to be filled. Eureka, as an organization concerned with the struggle to meet basic social needs, will look at opportunities to rally country people, perhaps in combination with other mass organizations, in the struggle for their basic needs.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The “Bread and Roses” Wages campaign 

In 1911 James Oppenheim, an American writer and progressive, wrote a poem he entitled “Bread and Roses”. He was inspired by a speech by the American women’s suffrage activist, Helen Todd, in which there is a powerful line: “bread for all, and roses too”. Which referred to the fact that people need the physical necessities for life, but also sustenance for the heart, and the opportunity to develop and improve their lives.
The poem was taken up by the women’s textile strike in Massachusetts in 1912. The strike was in reaction to the mill owners reducing the wages of their women workers.

As we come marching, marching, in the beauty of the day,
A million darkened kitchens, a thousand mill-lofts gray
Are touched with all the radiance that a sudden sun discloses,
For the people hear us singing “Bread and Roses, 
Bread and Roses.”

As we come marching, marching, we battle, too, for men-
For they are women’s children and we mother them again,
Our lives shall not be sweated from birth until life closes-
Hearts starve as well as bodies; Give us Bread; but give us Roses!

As we come marching, marching, unnumbered women dead
Go crying through our singing their ancient song of Bread,
Small art and love and beauty their drudging spirits knew-
Yes, bread we fight for -but we fight for Roses too.

As we come marching, marching, we bring the Greater days –
The rising of the women means the rising of the race-
No more the drudge and idler-ten that toil where one reposes-
But sharing of life’s glories-Bread and Roses, Bread and Roses!

The poem speaks to both the women’s movement in its struggle to overcome oppression, but also the workers’ movement generally, in its struggle for a better life.

Eureka has adopted the slogan “Bread and Roses” in a campaign for fair wages. Wages that will not only sustain workers’ bodies (Bread); but also give them a chance to fulfil the desire of the heart for a better life (Roses)
…………………………………………………………………………………
Upcoming Events

SYDNEY AND NEWCASTLE            
JUNE-JULY
THE EUREKA “BREAD AND ROSES” WAGE CAMPAIGN
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What’s Been Happening

An IWD event on the theme of “Women demand to be safe at home and at work. Standing together for our rights and our needs”. Speakers included Thalia Anthony, Professor of Law, trade unionist and activist; Inga Lie, author, activist, and campaigner against bullying and gender-based violence; Rhonda “Poss” Davis, aboriginal activist. A woman who has lived experience of violence and discrimination. Xanthoula Sgouras read a poem “Bread and Roses” by James Oppenheim , who wrote it in support of the women’s rights movement of the early 1900s in America (the poem is reproduced above).

A strongly supported toast to May Day was held on May 2 at Addison Road Community Centre, Mauriceville. Speakers included Stratos Mavrantonis, who spoke on the significance of May Day and gave a short history of the event; Xanthoula Sgouras who read, in both English and Greek, the poem “Bread and Roses”, by James Oppenheim used in the strike in 1912 of 23,00 women textile workers in Massachusetts ( the poem is reproduced below) ; Grant Osland, who introduced the next Eureka campaign on Wages-“All of us need a wage we can not only live on, but  also one which will allow us to develop and improve our lives -give us bread, but give us roses”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Eureka -Australian workers movement, is a broad organization that aims to rally workers and ordinary people in defence of basic needs such as well-paid secure work, access to the best available health and education services, affordable housing, energy, transport, and a safe and healthy work and community environment.
CONTACT US: eureka.awm@gmail.com
Twitter: (X): Eureka AWM
YouTube: EUREKA AUSTRALIAN WORKERS MOVEMENT
View our website : australianworkersmovement.com.au
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