[image: ]SAVE OUR PUBLIC HOSPITALS! 

SIGN THE PETITION    
Chronically underfunded, chronically understaffed; public hospitals have become the poor cousins to the private hospitals, which are rapidly growing. There is a lot of money to be made from sickness and ill health.
The public hospital system is crumbling before our eyes. Government funding is not meeting basic maintenance budgets and new hospitals are not being funded.
The trend is towards means testing public patients and pushing all but the poor into the private system.

Our public hospitals are under pressure:
* staffing and funding pressures that lead to mistakes 
· Long waiting times in emergency departments are a national disgrace.
· Long waiting times for operations in the public system, often stretch out to years for  medical condition as non-urgent or non-life threatening. Including many conditions that still cause chronic pain and disability.
· The parallel growth of private Emergency Departments, where for a large fee you can be seen reasonably quickly.
Dangerous Developments
In Queensland representatives of private hospitals are being invited into public hospitals to convince patients to transfer to a private hospital! 
In NSW private clinics increasingly operate inside major public hospitals hoping to financially benefit from the stress on overloaded  public clinics. 


As private hospitals grow, and public hospitals stagnate Australia is well down the road to a two-tiered health system and the American model where private health insurers dictate your health care. 

Healthcare is a basic human need

By underfunding public hospitals, which are the backbone of our health system, governments are refusing to accept their responsibility to provide for our basic needs, in this case healthcare. 
This situation will continue unless together we raise our voices and demand that federal and state governments properly fund our hospitals. There can be no compromise on a  first-class health system for all. 


CONTACT US ON: eureka.awm@gmail.com or our website australianworkersmovement.com.au


Sign the petition - Attend local rallies 

This campaign is being organised by Eureka -Australian Workers Movement. Eureka is a broad organization that aims to rally workers and ordinary people in defence of basic needs such as well-paid secure work, access to the best available health and education services, affordable housing, energy, transport, and a safe and healthy work and community environment.
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