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Upcoming events:
SYDNEY
Saturday 18th May 1pm 
Presentation:    THE CURRENT INTERNATIONAL SITUATION- Gaza, Ukraine and The Pacific                                                                  
Eureka premises -Hurlstone Park
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NEWCASTLE
SATURDAY  25/5/24  
THE BULK BILLING CAMPAIGN CONTINUES - RALLY TO END CASH PAYMENTS FOR  MEDICAL SERVICES. BULK BILLING FOR ALL PATIENTS AT ALL MEDICAL CENTRES. 
HANDOUTS AND PETITIONS. MEET AT CLOCKTOWER PLAZA, BEAUMONT STREET HAMILTON 10AM
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Report on Eureka’s SALUTE TO MAY DAY event in Sydney on 28/4/24
Salute to May Day – Long Live May Day!
The Eureka Salute to May Day function on Sunday 28 April
 brought together a wide range of members and friends in a celebration of worker’s struggles in Australia and internationally. 
The function held at the Greek Community Club in western Sydney heard greetings from several speakers including, union activists and progressive people’s and worker’s parties from Palestine, Iran, and Lebanon. 
The speakers addressed a capacity audience of all ages and from all walks of life.
The Eureka speakers highlighted the attacks on the basic needs of workers, students, retirees, and the necessity for people to come together to defend their needs. 
International issues, in particular the Palestinian struggle for an immediate ceasefire, the end to the decades long occupation of Palestinian land and the genocidal policy of the Israeli state, featured prominently.
May Day is the day we collectively pledge our solidarity for the struggles of workers worldwide. 
It is the day working people claim as their own. It is a celebration of the working people’s contributions to the class struggle against exploitation and for a just and better society for all. 
On May Day workers worldwide are loud and proud behind their union and activist banners. 
This year worker ‘s demands included an end to the rolling wars that are being waged as a means of securing the economic aspirations of competing monopoly interests and paid for with the lives of working people. The right to enjoy the full benefits of our labour: secure and well paid jobs, fully funded health care, and free education, affordable housing, childcare accessible and affordable, a dignified and supported old age, equal pay for equal work, an end to violence against women and to systemic racism, and not least the protection of our environment and climate policy that serves the interests of the planet not the “green economy” monopolies.
This year Eureka was proud to contribute to the May Day actions and celebrations.
May Day 2024, a day of pride in the achievements gained through organized collective struggle and to a renewed commitment to people’s collective action for their needs and a better world for all.
Three of the contributions are reproduced or summarized below.
The first was by a speaker from Eureka
Thank you, comrades and friends,
May Day is our day -workers, young and old.
Eureka is about defending the basic needs of workers, students, retirees.
I wanted to raise a couple of questions to think about.
1. Why in a rich country such as Australia are our basic needs not being met?
· Wages, which are the only income of most people, have fallen way behind the cost of living. Yes, in the last quarter of 2023 they allegedly kept pace with inflation; but in the years before they were stagnant as costs like groceries, rents, electricity, health care, education sky rocketed.
·  Many permanent jobs with their security and conditions have been converted into insecure casual and part-time jobs
· Grocery bills are hurting, while supermarkets are raking in billions in revenue.
· Health care- all working people pay the Medicare levy (2% of our taxable income), yet we have to pay at least $50 out of pocket to see a doctor and $100s to see a specialist
· Electricity and power prices have surged incredibly. Check out your latest power bill 
· Rents and house prices -well what can I say!
· Education – one of the fastest cost of living risers. To go to uni, TAFE students have to repay outrageous debts  -$68 billion is the current total HECS debt of students. [Yes, there has been some recent debt relief but the high costs of courses haven’t changed.] 
2. The second question.
Unions traditionally have been the only mass organizations that have struggled to defend worker’s needs. Often courageous, sometimes dangerous (police, jail , death). Unions are essential for working people -collective mass action is the only thing that has got us anywhere. The bosses and the big corporations know that. Today unions have become fenced in by successive governments acting on behalf of the bosses – they have to ask permission to take industrial action; they can’t inconvenience anybody; their focus must only be on wages and working conditions, not the other basic needs of their members and their families - such as housing, healthcare, power costs.
And comrades, why do we and our unions have to fight the same battles over and over again? When gains are made, they are often later taken away or watered down by government, on the urging of big business, and we have to fight for them again. And so, the cycle keeps going. Think of working hours, working conditions, wages eroded by inflation.

Some look to ALP governments to help us. I’m sure some ALP politicians genuinely want to help us, but they’re locked into the capitalist system – the government doesn’t control the economy or call the shots. The basic needs of the people are not the primary focus. We’re left with the charity approach to basic needs – if you’re deemed a welfare or charity case or maybe just old you may be able to access some special assistance.

Where does that leave us -we have to keep on struggling – don’t give up. Join your union, join in the campaigns of Eureka. Don’t give in to pessimism or defeatism. Mass action of People fighting for their needs makes history. Essential, necessary. Not sufficient, but that’s another story.

I’ll leave you with this thought. The KKE has a saying – In the end our struggles must lead to replacing not the party in power but the class in power. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The second contribution was by a unionist from the tertiary education sector and is summarized below
She spoke of the decline of the union movement since the 1980s (Thatcher, Reagan, Hawke) and how this has had a big impact on the collectivism and action of workers.
There was an urgent need to find common interests to unite workers. For example, at the University of Technology in Sydney, a significant group of workers united around the Palestine struggle, and built a community of workers (UTS staff for Palestine) who undertook collective action.
The speaker noted that while the student movement is important, the united struggle of workers is crucial for change. Working conditions have deteriorated (such as increasing casualization). It is only workers, acting together, that can challenge these attacks on our basic needs.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The third contribution, reproduced in full, was by Iranian activists

Joint statement of independent organisations of Iran
International Workers' Day is a day symbolizing solidarity among all workers.  It is a day to raise the flag of the independent struggle of the working class against the capitalist system.
Ever since the capitalist class established its domination, using the whip of wage slavery, it was clear that the workers have no choice, but to fight against this oppression and exploitation.
The workers found out from their miserable living conditions that the more value their labour power creates, the more they are exploited by the capitalists.  Their bodies and souls are applied completely to the production of goods that do belong to them.
The struggle to reduce the daily working hours is an important, ongoing feature of the workers’ battle with the capitalists and the capitalist state.
138 years ago, the workers of Chicago were the first to stand up united against the inhumane and exploitative relations of production and organized a great struggle to reduce the working hours, with the aim of establishing an 8-hour working day. The protesting workers fought without fear of the towering capitalist state and its armed police.  The message of this epic struggle reverberated not only around the United States, but quickly throughout the world.
The struggle of the working class to free itself and all humanity from the exploitation and oppression of capitalism is now showing its legitimacy more than ever – not only to combat the exploitation within each country but stop the rampaging brutality of advanced capitalism – the imperialist states.   These imperialist countries, which are the so-called symbols of the success of capitalism, are constantly launching wars to further their interests around the world. leaving in their wake the bodies thousands of people, today in Ukraine, in Gaza, in Yemen.  
Workers and toilers declare their hatred of the aggressive wars and belligerence of the imperialist states.
Imperialist strategies are facilitated by nationalism, chauvinism, the rise of the ultra-right and by religious extremism -  none of which are in the interests of workers.
After the February 1979 revolution in Iran, which went astray due to the counter-revolution of the clergy, the dominance of the capitalist system took an Islamic form.  
The powerful clergy are increasingly turning over the ownership of oil and other industrial enterprises to private enterprise  - industries that were owned by the people.    
As a result, there has been a continuation and aggravation of poverty and misery of workers and labourers, an increase in working hours, low level of wages, soaring inflation which has undermined the purchasing power of workers and their households. As well the Islamic state attacks women’s rights, teachers, nurses, retirees, progressive artists, and youth and students.
They attack the labour movement and imprison workers and others who fight for the emancipation of the working class.  The suppression of speech, assembly, protests, and strike action are all products of the capitalist system and the Islamic government that supports it.
The immediate demands are for an increase in wages, reduction in work hours, a ban on child labour, an end to discrimination against migrant workers, social insurance, free education and health care, an increase in jobs, unemployment benefits, equal employment opportunity for men and women, the rights of workers to organise, rights of political parties, the release of political prisoners, the abolition of medieval punishments and executions.
The working class in the cities strive to connect with toilers in the countryside and connect with progressive movements of women, retirees, the youth and other oppressed sections of society.
The struggle of the working class to achieve economic and political demands is necessary. It must and will continue. It will continue towards the overthrow of capitalism.

Long live May 1st, the day of working class solidarity.
25 April, 2024
Signatories:
Haft Tapppeh Sugarcane Workers ‘ Syndicate
Retired Union Group
Coordinating committee to help build trade unions
Retired workers of Khuzestan

NEXT ISSUE (held over from this issue): We all need a safe environment in which to work and live. But what is happening in Australian workplaces?
		: What is the “charity “approach to basic needs favoured by past and present governments? And what are the harmful effects of such an approach?

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please join with us and others in our campaigns and rallies. Please come along to the presentations or contact us and contribute to the discussion through the newsletter. There are many causes and issues in society, but by focusing on basic needs we focus on what matters for workers and ordinary people.
CONTACT US ON: eureka.awm@gmail.com
Facebook: EUREKA AUSTRALIAN WORKERS MOVEMENT
YouTube: EUREKA AUSTRALIAN WORKERS MOVEMENT
View our website :  eureka.australianworkersmovement.au
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